Physiologic support of the septic patient.
The patient's response to inflammation, referred to as sepsis, is a complex process involving the degree of the inflammatory insult and the host response. Ischemia, from blood flow abnormalities and direct cell injury from mediators, produces the physiologic response. The treatment is focused first on restoring and maintaining perfusion through maintenance of increased oxygen delivery. The second approach is first surgical then pharmacologic attenuation of the inflammation-induced injury.